How to use (any) Tablet with IFILE

It’s actually pretty simple.

Any tablet, be it for an iPAD, a smart phone, any Surface device or any Android device can easily connect up to your existing Windows based network by installing any one of a number of simple APPS.  And most of these APPS are free.

Once you do that the Tablet becomes another workstation on your network and anything you can do on a traditional PC in your office you can now do on the Tablet – even printing.

In general they work as follows:


- you decide on an APP (we’ll list these later)


- you download and install it on your Tablet


- you install a corresponding program on a workstation in your office, likely the 
 
one in your examination room. This becomes a “partner” to your Tablet.
Once you do that everything you do on the Tablet is simultaneously mirrored on that same workstation.  Such things as recording an examination, making a sale, making an order, booking an appointment and so on can be accomplished on the Tablet.

Scattered throughout IFILE you will see a button with a big T. Clicking on the T will instantly present you with screens specifically designed to emulate those designed as typical Tablet applications – a good example is the EMR. For all the rest you may find using a stylus handy although, in general, all the screens in IFILE fit well on a Tablet.
And, of course, because you are connecting your Tablet your own in-house network via wifi you can do all this from anywhere in the work… you could – for example – check your schedule when you are having breakfast.

The APPS

A few of the more common ones are SplashTop, GoToMyPC and Microsoft’s own Remote Desktop. The Microsoft product comes in two flavours.. one version functions the same as the rest – meaning it mirrors activity on a workstation. The other flavour, when used with a dedicated server acts like an individual workstation – meaning there is no mirroring because it does not need a workstation to act as a “partner.”

Feel free to experiment with all of these to find which on is a good fit for you.  We like SplashTop (it’s a free one) and it works really well on an iPAD as well as an Android based system. You can also instantly use any touch based PC or Laptop.

Of course any version of the Surface tablet works perfectly. 
